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18 July 2007




website www.publicsectorconferences.co.uk 
Dear Colleague (if you are not the appropriate person please forward),

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CONTRACTING & COMMISSIONING CONFERENCE

Thursday 13th and Friday 14th September 2007
" Developing the Market for Children’s Services ”
Conference Information

The National Contracting and Commissioning Conference for Children’s Services is to be held on Thursday 13th  and Friday 14th September, at The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire - the same excellent and accessible venue as last year.  
This is the 5th conference held specifically on children’s services. (In the previous 10 years many of the annual conferences had often focused mainly on adult services.)   
The Conference is organised by regional representatives and staff with contracting and commissioning responsibilities in Social Care, Education and Health who are in LA’s and PCT’s. This year it is also organised in collaboration with INLOGOV (which is part of Birmingham University) with the support and blessing of the Department for Education and Skills (now the DCSF).
The Conference seeks to address both strategic commissioning issues, and important areas of contracting techniques and skills (the nuts and bolts). We will have input from the DfES and be able to share some of the findings from the  Regional Centres of  Excellence as well as numerous examples of what is being developed and works across the country. The DfES, (easier to call it that for now) will be running a number of sessions to share what they are doing in various partner pilots up and down the country.
  One of the key themes of the conference will be the commissioning with partners and how they have led to innovation and improved service outcomes for children. The attached workshop programme has a few “holes” in it which will be filled in as soon as we get the details and updated copies will be posted to the website: 
www.publicsectorconferences.co.uk .
We are very keen that staff currently based in education (and health) will link with social care colleagues to send a balanced team and each authority can book up to three delegates.  
You are being sent this either because you have attended in the past or we have been given your name as a local or regional rep. Please make sure pass the details onto your colleagues and ensure there is good representation from your services, Children’s Trust/Partnership etc. 

The conference also seeks to enable a dialogue with the independent and voluntary sectors who therefore have some representation and also provide some sponsorship.

This, and the fact that  most of the workshops and other input is provided  on a self help basis by your colleagues enables the conference price to be set at the very low price of £226 + VAT.  This includes all accommodation, food, refreshments and entertainment and really is unbeatable value.
Free Taxi Service for Train Travellers

As in previous years, in order to try and be as green as we can, we will arrange a free taxi share shuttle service from both Derbyshire and Chesterfield mainline stations.  The service will commence from 11am on the 13th and depart from the Hayes on the 14th between 15.30 and 15.45.  So if you want to take advantage of this free service, try and book your train times to suit.  A taxi booking form will be sent to you on receipt of your booking form.

It is an excellent opportunity to share good practice with colleagues. Opportunities to 
develop and learn about commissioning and contracting skills are generally still very 
limited. 
Booking a Place

The Conference and workshop programmes and booking form accompany this e-mail letter.  Please complete and return the booking form to Paul Syrett at the address shown on the booking form (you can complete this on line and return to paul.syrett@blueyonder.co.uk and we will invoice you for £226 (plus VAT) per delegate.  Places will be allocated on a "first-come" basis, and initially attendance will be limited to four delegates from each Authority/Area with additional requests being placed on a reserve list and allocated according to overall take-up.

 To assist Conference administration, please state your preference for Workshop session 1 (Thursday at 2:15), on the booking form.  We will try and meet your first or second choice, but places are allocated on a first come basis.

Venue and Attractions

As stated above, the Conference is returning again to The Hayes Conference Centre in Derbyshire which offers high standard accommodation and excellent Conference facilities at an attractive price.  Many delegates derive considerable benefit and enjoyment from the "networking" session on the Wednesday evening, and this year, in addition to the late bar and buffet, we are again offering live music and a Regional Team Quiz!

Queries

Should you have any queries, please contact the conference liaison person from your local region
patricia.lomax@gloucestershire.gov.uk   

angela_lathan@redcar-cleveland.gov.uk
 icampbell@buckscc.gov.uk  (Iain Campbell)

denis.gale@bradford.gov.uk  
ssalter@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk   (Simon Salter)
bob_denman@lineone.net (south east)
jane.shepherd@dial.pipex.co.uk (West Midlands)
lesley.hilton@manchester.gov.uk
richard.servian@dudley.gov.uk
dot-had@netcomuk.co.uk South West
Brenda.Riches@essexcc.gov.uk
rakesh.mistry@birmingham.gov.uk
Warwick.Tomsett@bedscc.gov.uk
mike.webster@ssd.lancscc.gov.uk
If you cannot make contact with them, then please e.mail: Paul Syrett at

Paul.syrett@blueyonder.co.uk  
We look forward to seeing you at the Conference in September.

With best wishes,

Mike Webster   Chair, Conference Organising Group
Paul Syrett          Organiser/Administrator (PSD)






















































































































































